WAR  WITHOUT  END                12Q

French commander, by detaching a few of his
troops to the Rhine, was able to draw off from
France a higher proportion of the Allied troops.

The situation at the beginning of the 1711
campaign was that a breach had been blown in
the last defences of France. In consequence of
the previous campaign, Arras and Cambrai
remained the last important fortresses of the
French frontier barrier between Ypres on the
north-east and Valenciennes, Maubeuge and Le
Quesnoy farther south. Villars had done his
best to protect the most vulnerable area with
field fortifications, nicknamed the Ne Plus Ultra
lines, stretching through Arras to beyond Bou-
chain, a small but useful fortress south-west of
Valenciennes. In spite of his temporary concilia-
tion with- Harley, Marlborough was ill and
depressed after the departure of Eugene. But
at length he pulled himself together and deter-
mined to penetrate the Ne Plus Ultra lines.
These were covered to the east by a number of
rivers and inundations and were naturally weakest
at their western end. Villars therefore concen-
trated his forces to the west, where Marlborough
sat opposite him in the plains of Lens. Marl-
borough now planned an ingenious stratagem.
One of the causeways across the rivers to the
east of the Ne Plus Ultra was guarded by a fort
named Arleux. By taking this fort, strengthening
its defences and then allowing Villars to recapture
it, Marlborough induced Villars himself to
demolish it. Then Marlborough circulated the
story that he was going to attack Villars* whole
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